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ABSTRACT

Public radio in the United States has long been
heralded as a space for inclusive storytelling and
diverse perspectives. However, beneath its
progressive ethos lies a structural whiteness that has
shaped its institutional development, audience
engagement, and sonic aesthetic. In Listeners Like
Who?, Laura describes how public radio’s historical
formation, donor reliance, and editorial practices
have privileged white voices at the expense of
marginalized communities. This talk will examine the
early decisions that solidified public radio as a
predominantly white institutional space, the
structural factors that have influenced hiring
practices, storytelling norms, and will consider the
implications of these findings for media equity and
what an antiracist public radio industry might sound
like.
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